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VETERANS & CANNABIS
veteran finds hope in cannabis

Lukas Cullum, retired veteran, husband, and father, 
finds relief  in medical cannabis and encourages others to 
consider the same.  

Carbondale, IL native and medically retired veteran Lukus Cullum 

began his military career in 2009 in Ft. Bragg, North Carolina as a 

member of  the 84th Infantry Division. He deployed to Afghanastan 

the following year and received his Purple Heart in 2010. Two 

years later, on Valentines Day of  2012, he left Ft. Bragg for a second 

deployment to Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Jordan. 

He suffered military-related injuries and PTSD throughout his 

career and after his retirement from service, he was prescribed 

upwards of  15-20 pills a day by physicians at the VA. Some of  the 

pills issued to him were helping in some ways, yet inhibited him 

from leading the productive life he wanted. When the opportunity 

arose to try medical cannabis for relieving symptoms of  PTSD, 

depression, and past physical injuries, he was eager to find hope and 

a better quality of  life. 

He also witnessed a young friend in hospice seek benefits from 

Phoenix Tears, a potent cannabis concentrate. The patient lived 3 

weeks longer than expected, possibly due to increased quality of  life 

from the beneficial effects of  cannabis. This moment was also pivitol to 

confirming his interest in seeking the medicinal benefits of  the plant for 

himself.

He expresses his thanks to Consume Cannabis, a medical and 

recreational dispensary in Marion and Carbondale, for helping 

him through the application process to become an Illinois Medical 

Cannabis patient. [contined on next page].

Photo, c/o  Lukas Cullum

Photo, c/o  Lukas Cullum
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MArch 26, 2022 marked our first in-person event at siuc

Our 2nd annual symposium was held in-person at SIU Carbondale, with a virtual option for the convenience 
of non-local attendees. Our second-ever symposium was geared towards those in the Cannabis industry with medical 
and recreational hemp/Cannabis interests. This event offered information on laws, regulations, and the establishments 

of standards in the Cannabis industry. Experts discussed the status of Delta-8 THC and research on the use of 
cannabinoids in the treatment of COVID-19 and cancer. Thanks to everyone who joined us. 
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Consume Cannabis is a medical and 

recreational cannabis dispensary 

located in Marion and Carbondale, IL. 

When speaking to Consume’s Patient 

Outreach specialist, Olivia White, 

she stated that their staff  can assist 

veterans in filling out their applications 

for qualifying conditions. Veterans can 

expedite the application process by 

providing medical records from the last 

12 months. Consume’s website offers 

insight for Veterans who are interested 

in becoming an Illinois Medical 

Cannabis patient, stating the following, 

“Cannabis legalization has long been 

supported by veterans and veteran 

organizations as a way to improve 

the quality of  life for those who have 

served. In Illinois, veterans are able to 

apply for the medical cannabis program 

if  they have a qualifying condition 

with the support of  the VA. Veterans 

in Michigan are also able to participate 

in the Michigan Medical Marijuana 

program without fear of  losing their 

benefits”. 

Whether for recreational or medical 

use, the staff  at all of  our Consume 

dispensaries can assist you in choosing 

a product that will meet your needs! 

We are asking all former and active 

servicemen to present either their 

military ID, driver’s license with 

veteran indication or DD214 at check 

out to receive the discount.

Lukas’ expertise in the Illinois 

Medical Cannabis industry reached 

a new level of  importance when he 

was hired at local cultivator Aeriz 

as lead flower tech over a year ago. 

He uses his passion for medical 

cannabis, attention to detail, and the 

methodical team-based training he 

received in the armed forces while 

at work, and loves working in an 

industry that is changing peoples’ 

lives. 

Cullum hopes that one day, federal 

regulation on cannabis can be 

achieved so patients and recreational 

users across every state can benefit 

from standardized testing practices. 

Many states offer far different 

restrictions and in some states, 

cannabis research and cultivation 

practices are still in their beginning 

stages. More recently, the Marijuana 

Opportunity Reinvestment and 

Expungement Act (or MORE Act), 

which would decriminilize marijuana, 

was passed by the U.S. House of  

Representatives, but is not hopeful to 

become a law any time soon. 

Lukas Cullum states that SIUC is 

a cradle for cannabis technology in 

the area. He is hopeful for the future 

of  cannabis in southern Illinois and 

says that as a local, he appreciates the 

uplifting image of  the area compared 

to damage done from a declining 

minining industry and population 

losses. With southern Illinois’ vast 

growth potential, we have nowhere 

to go from here but up. We appreciate 

the service of  people like Lukas 

and his fellow soldiers and veterans 

who served our country to fight so 

selflessly for our freedom. 

Learn more about our program at 

www.cannabiscenter.siu.edu.
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CANNABIS SYMPOSIUM RECAP 

Newsletter design, katherine accettura

MArch 26, 2022 marked our first in-person event at siuc

a special thanks to our speakers:

a special thanks to our vendors

Our 2nd annual symposium was held in-person at SIU Carbondale, with a virtual option for the convenience 
of non-local attendees. Our second-ever symposium was geared towards those in the Cannabis industry with medical 
and recreational hemp/Cannabis interests. This event offered information on laws, regulations, and the establishments 

of standards in the Cannabis industry. Experts discussed the status of Delta-8 THC and research on the use of 
cannabinoids in the treatment of COVID-19 and cancer. Thanks to everyone who joined us. 

On-site vendors demonstrated advances in production technologies

as well as end products for the consumer. See recent vendors below. 

Dr. Gary Kinsel (SIUC), Mark Peysakhovich - shown right (MBM 

Advantage), Lezli Engelking (FOCUS), John Murray (Sustainable 

Innovations, Inc.), Dr. Marsha Rosner (University of  Chicago 

Cancer Center), Dr. Mary Kinsel (SIUC),  Dr. Buck Hales (SIUC).

Speaker information on next page. If you are interested in 
becoming a presenter or vendor for upcoming cannabis events, 
please contact us at cannabis-center@siu.edu. 
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AES Solar, AerosourceH, Consume Cannabis Co., 

Jain Irrigation, Mrs. Buckbee’s Wake & Bakery, 

Performance Grow, Sustainable Innovations Inc., 

Squish/Lawler and Lawler, Valoya Inc., Versaponic.
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grow your own in southern illinois
Southern Illinois natives, Halee Hicks and Jacob Buckman, 
offer local and high-end fine glass, hemp products, and 
everything needed to grow-your-own.

Local legends Halee and Jacob offer their time and skills enhancing 

what is now a multi-billion dollar a year industry in Illinois. They take 

a more considered approach to helping their customers by offering a 

traditional retail shop for fine glass and hemp products at Legal Smile, 

and offer customers an additional shopping experience at Soil Grown 

(opened in July, 2020), their adjacent shop featuring items like nutrients, 

minerals, soil, inputs, probiotics, tents, fans, lights, soil mixes, and more.

Legal Smile’s Carbondale, IL location opened in May of  2019, their 

Harrisburg, IL location opened in January of  2021, and their third shop 

in Marion, IL opened in March of  this year. In addition to educating 

the people of  southern Illinois,  They have helped host and support 

local and regional community-based 

events, in collaboaration with other small 

local businesses, and plan on hosting grow 

workshops mid-summer and a possible 

happy harvest event in late fall. When asked, 

what aspects of  Southern Illinois make it 

an ideal place for a new, budding industry, 

they replied,  “we have a temperate climate, 

land and real estate is affordable, and we are 

centrally located. Also, having SIU’s long-

standing history of  traditional agricultural 

education and research on which to build”. 

Another topic of  importance to Halee and 

Jacob is the future of  cannabis in Southern 

Illinois, and how the SIU Cannabis Science 

Center plays an important role in the 

evolution of  cannabis here in southern 

Illinois.  Halee stated, “The explosion of  

medical and recreational cannabis has 

far outpaced research. Prohibition has 

also limited science-based research and 

opportunities. We believe that the SIU 

Cannabis Science Center will be a hub for 

students, educators and the community to 

help facilitate research and understanding 

of  the cannabis plant and all its uses. Our 

hope is that a greater educated community 

will also bring more sustainable farming 

practices to the industry and our area”. 

Many of  these noted topics are also of  

top importance here at the SIU Cannabis 
Science Center.   
“The hemp and cannabis industry has been 
evolving into constant opportunity over 
the past several years. Everything from

COMMUNITY SHOUT-OUT
LEGAL SMILE & SOIL GROWN
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modernized medication to the number 

of  jobs the industry continues to 

create. It has given us an alternative 

to pharmaceutical medicines and the 

freedom to self-medicate. The most 

rewarding experience in this industry 

is a combination of  the people and the 

plant itself. We the people have been 

fighting for cannabis’ legalization since 

prohibition, and to see this industry 

grow and form into the shape it is in now 

is beyond exciting, many people never 

thought they’d see this day, but here we 

are. We are in a very interesting time to 

be alive”! 

 

visit THESE LEGAL SMILE + Soil grown* Locations:

Carbondale, IL • Harrisburg, IL • Marion, IL

find legal smile on facebook and instagram.

*Soil Grown is located in Carbondale.

Page 6               Volume 1, 2022



With the approval of the Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act in 2019, 
Illinois became the first state in the U.S. to legalize recreational marijuana 
sales through legislation rather than voter initiatives. Since legalization, 

Illinois has seen an average monthly revenue of $40 million from recreational 
cannabis sales. NECANN brings together the best in the industry.  

NECANN: THE illinois cannabis convention

June 10-11, 2022 / Chicago, IL
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RECENT CANNABIS EVENTS: 

Newsletter design, katherine accettura

Some facinAting events in the iLLiNois cannabis industry

Our 2nd Symposium was a success! Attendees gained practical information 
and tools for new and experienced organic hemp growers, producers, 

and processors. The symposium offered information on current research, 
farming techniques, production, lab analytics and medical uses. Key speakers 

included experts and exhibitors in their respective fields. Q&A sessions 
provide abundant resources for attendees. Thanks to all who joined us!

Southern Illinois
hemp/cannabis symposium

Saturday, March 26, 2022

The Green Evolution — Cultivating 
Strength Through Industry Change 

and Challenges

Saturday, March 12, 2022
chicago, IL

past events
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